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Repeat of Grade at Parent-Guardian Request 

Parents and guardians may request that their student repeat a grade level under the following conditions: 

Students in Kindergarten through Fourth Grade

Parents and guardians of students in kindergarten through fourth grade may request that their student repeat the grade level that the student has just completed under the following conditions: 

1) If the student is at least one year below grade level and behind the child's typically developing peers in reading, English, and language arts such that the child does not possess the necessary academic skills required to succeed in reading, English, and language arts at grade level for the next grade to which the student would otherwise advance; or
2) If the student was absent fifty percent or more of the days in which school was in session for students during the school year which the student has just completed; or 
3) If the student experienced a severe mental or physical illness resulting in hospitalization of two or more weeks during the school year.

Students in Fifth through Twelfth Grade 

Parents and guardians of students in fifth through twelfth grade may request that their student repeat the grade level that the student has just completed if the student was absent fifty percent or more of the days in which school was in session for students during the school year which the student has just completed.

Procedure for Parent Requests for Student Grade Repetition 

Parents and guardians who seek to have their student repeat the grade level just completed must submit a written request to the student’s building principal no earlier than the day after the last scheduled student attendance day of the school year, and no later than two weeks after that date.  This deadline may be waived by the superintendent for good cause shown.  The request must include written documentation the provides evidence that the parents or guardians believe substantiate that the conditions outlined above have been met. 

The principal shall promptly forward the request to the superintendent or his/her designee, along with any building-level information about the student which the principal believes will be relevant to the superintendent or designee in responding to the parents’ or guardian’s request.   

The superintendent or designee shall review the request and promptly schedule a meeting with the parents or guardians.  At this meeting, the superintendent or designee shall identify any alternative educational opportunities available to the student, including remedial instruction if applicable, and verify any special education supports available to the student. If the child's parent or guardian still intends to have such child repeat a grade, the parent or guardian shall complete a form prescribed by the Nebraska Department of Education and return the form to the office of the superintendent of schools.  

Upon completion of the form and if all requirements pursuant to this policy are met, the school district shall have the child repeat the child's grade for the next school year. 

Nothing in this policy modifies the school district’s policies on mandatory attendance and reporting excessive absenteeism to the county attorney or other members of law enforcement.  Likewise, nothing in this policy shall dictate or direct the provision of special education or related services, including but not limited to any IEP team decision about the appropriate educational placement of a child with a disability under Rule 51 of the Nebraska Department of Education. 
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